
Digital Divide/Digital Inequality

501: Digital Divide Assignment 
AECT Standards: 
3.1, 3.5, 3.6
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Digital Divide/Digital Inequality

When I think of the digital divide, I think it is when professionals do not have access to technology or to the internet in the 
classroom to increase student learning and engagement.  I would consider digital inequality when teachers are lacking the 
understanding, training, or desire to use technology or Internet access.
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Digital Divide/Digital Inequality

I think--actually I know--that all of the teachers have access to technology, but they do not take advantage of this. 

Created with Haiku Deck, presentation software that's simple, beautiful and fun. 
By undefined undefined

Photo by USAG-Humphreys page 3 of 22

https://farm4.staticflickr.com/3354/4623303109_0334a71fe2_o.jpg
https://farm4.staticflickr.com/3354/4623303109_0334a71fe2_o.jpg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/31687107@N07
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Digital Divide/Digital Inequality

Every classroom in my school has desktop computers, laptops, and starboards.  Some classrooms have small sets of iPads.  
Two teachers have classroom sets of iPads (me included).  There are two computer labs that the teachers have access to.  
There are two mobile laptop and two mobile iPad labs that teachers can check out.
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Digital Divide/Digital Inequality

There is an abundance of technology, so why do we have digital inequality?  Why are teachers not taking full advantage of what 
has been laid at their fingertips?   
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Time: It takes a lot of time outside of school time setting up, managing, updating, and troubleshooting the technology. 
Principals won’t allow enough time for training--only 4 half days allowed to TeConnect members for training.  
Not only does it take time managing the technology, but also designing the lessons differently and researching apps.
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Teachers at my school want more time to learn from colleagues.  They can share ideas in staff meetings and Professional 
Learning Communities. Teachers could combine classes or find a para or I.F. to cover so that they could observe others 
successfully using technology. Tech assistance should be readily available for all teachers.  They need to know that the 
Technology facilitators in the district are there to help and bounce ideas off of. Teachers could also have the option of your the 
summer to set up the technology and research apps.  There should be trainings and classes that are available, but not 
mandatory. 
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Digital Divide/Digital Inequality

Teachers at my school want more laptops and iPads in the classroom.  They do not want to have to check out a mobile lab or 
reserve a computer lab.  It costs a lot of money to get every teacher a classroom set of ipads.  It is a pain to check out the mobile 
labs and wheel them down to your classroom in the middle of the day.
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In our district you can apply for grants.  There are teachers that have received a set of 6 iPads from grants. Building 
administrators can set up funds for small group sets of iPads. 
Our district is doing a 1:1 initiative and accepting 25 teachers to get a classroom set of iPads next year.  This will be the second 
year the the TeConnect initiative.  
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Some teachers are afraid to give the students the control of learning. The teacher will not be in charge of every step of the 
lesson.  How can teachers be sure that the students meet the learning objective if the students are in control? 
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Teachers can get ideas of how technology can be used in different projects from teachers that are already successfully 
implementing technology.  They can learn from colleagues by observation.  They can take classes through the district or online.  
Blogs are also another powerful tool to get insight on releasing the control and making lessons engaging. 
Students can create a project of their choice to demonstrate understanding of the learning objective.  This gives students the 
freedom to use a design of their choosing to express their learning. 
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Most of all, they need to let go that you need to know it all before you let your students use the technology.  Let them teach you!
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Outside school, students are free to pursue their passions in their own way and at their own pace.  Why should they not be 
allowed these same opportunities at school?  As educational professionals, it is our duty to bring the same access to technology 
and Internet into learning to enable, motivate, and inspire all students.  This opportunity will provide personalized learning and 
enable continuous and lifelong learning.  understanding in a way that they choose.   
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These skills will not only benefit students for the rest of their lives, but they are also necessary to compete in today’s society.  We 
should put students at the center and empower them to take control of their own learning by providing flexibility on several 
aspects. Every student learns differently and at a different pace. Every student should be allowed to express their understanding 
in a way that they choose.   
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The younger we can start the children building the skills to take responsibility and control of their learning, the brighter the future 
we will build for tomorrow (Adkins).  
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